
Baichen Du [pai3 ʈʂʰən2 tʷu:4]

Email baichendu@ucla.edu Department of Linguistics
Website baichen-du.github.io 3125 Campbell Hall
Github baichen-du University of California, Los Angeles

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Topics Cognitive and processing constraints on phonological realization; speech planning in production;
phonological variation; sound change; phonetics–phonology interface.

EDUCATION

2025- DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY in Linguistics
University of California, Los Angeles

2025 MASTER OF ARTS in Linguistics, Distinction
University of Hong Kong

2024 BACHELOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES in Political Science and Linguistics, First Class Honour
University of Hong Kong

ADDITIONAL TRAINING
2024 Speech and Language Science Lab, Hong Kong Polytechnic University
2023 University of California, Berkeley, Study Abroad
2022 Baby Language Lab, Department of Psychology, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg
2021 The Luso-Brazilian Association of Speech Sciences
2021 Language Development Lab, University of Hong Kong

PUBLICATIONS & MANUSCRIPTS

JOURNAL ARTICLES
In prep Du, B., Yao, Y., Ju, T. Speech planning costs of motor equivalence and articulatory compensation

under sustained lip retraction.
In prep Du, B., Pfiffner, A. Differential rounding gestures result in similar acoustic consequences: Evidence

from Mandarin sibilants and high front vowels.
2026 Du, B., Pfiffner A. The co-variance of acoustic cues and lip gestures in the production of the Mandarin

sibilant contrast. Laboratory Phonology 17(1), pp. 1-40. doi.org/10.16995/labphon.20289
2024 Du, B., Pfiffner, A., Johnson, K. Visible articulatory variation cueing sound change: Lip rounding and

lip protrusion variability in the Mandarin sibilant merger. University of Pennsylvania Working Papers
in Linguistics, 30(2). repository.upenn.edu/handle/20.500.14332/60623
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2024 Yu, X., VanHoey, T., Tan, L.,Du, B., Do, Y. Tracking phonological regularities: Exploring the influence
of learning mode and regularity locus in adult phonological learning Linguistics Vangard, 10(1), 93-
104. doi.org/10.1515/lingvan-2023-0050

OTHER MANUSCRIPTS
2025 Du, B. The Referential Structure Hypthesis in Mandarin Chinese: Discourse coherence and anaphoric

choices in pronoun resolution. Master of Arts Thesis in Psycholinguistics, University of Hong Kong.

PRESENTATIONS

CONFERENCE PAPERS AND POSTERS
2027 Du, B. The Referential Structure Hypothesis: Pronoun resolution in Mandarin Chinese

Poster to be presented at Linguistic Society of America Annual Meeting 2027 (LSA2027).
2024 Du, B., Pfiffner, A., Johnson, K. The role of visible articulatory variation in the Mandarin sibilant

contrast and merger.
Talk at Linguistic Society of America Annual Meeting 2024 (LSA2024)

2023 Havenhill, J, Du, B. The role of visual cues in sound change: A cross-modality perceptual account
for the typological rarity of labial palatalization.
Poster at 185th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America (ASA185)

2023 Du, B., Pfiffner, A., Johnson, K. Consonant and vowel rounding: same acoustics, different visuals.
Poster at 185th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America (ASA185)

2023 Du, B., Pfiffner, A., Johnson, K. Visible articulatory variation as a cue to sound change: Lip rounding
and lip protrusion variability in the Mandarin sibilant merger.
Talk at New Ways of Analyzing Variation (NWAV51)

2023 Du, B. Acoustic distance effect on the perception of sibilants mergers between retroflexes and alve-
olars in Taiwan Mandarin.
Poster at 184th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America (ASA184)

2023 Du, B. An audio-visual account for synchronic sound changes towards sibilants merger in Taiwan
Mandarin.
Talk at Seventh Annual Berkeley Undergraduate Linguistics Symposium 2023

NON-REFEREED PRESENTATIONS
2026 Du, B. Speech planning window as the domain of phonological processes: Variation in external

Sandhi.
Talk at Phonology Seminar, UCLA

2026 Du, B. Articulatory compensation under competing demands: Speech perturbation as a baseline for
resource-based planning hypothesis.
Talk at The Speech and Language Science Lab, The Polytechnic University of Hong Kong

2025 Du, B. The co-variance of acoustic cues and lip gestures in the production of the Mandarin sibilant
contrast.
Talk at Phonetics Seminar, UCLA
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2023 Du, B. Introduction to Advanced R Programming with RMarkdown.
Workshop at The Sociolinguistic Lab, UC Berkeley.

FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS & AWARDS

2025 Del Amo Award, UCLA Division of Humanities US$44,000
2025 UCLA Linguistics Departmental Award, partly as the Robert Stockwell Scholarship US$24,500
2025 Peter Ladefoged Scholarship, UCLA Linguistics, co-awarded w/ Jae-Eun Shin US$1,500
2025 Summer Funding, UCLA Linguistics Department US$6,000
2023 Down Funder Student Travel Funding, Acoustics Society of America US$1,000
2023 Departmental Undergraduate Research Grant, UC Berkeley Linguistics Department US$600
2023 Ms Cecilia Vong Prize of Linguistics, HKU Linguistics Department HK$1,000
2022 Globalink Research Award, Mitacs CA$12,000
2022 Transdisciplinary Undergraduate Research Initiative Grant, HKU HK$10,000
2022 Leung Kau Kui Research and Teaching Endowment HK$10,000
2022 K.K.Ho Prize, HKU Faculty of Social Sciences HK$20,000
2022 Dean’s Honor List, Faculty of Social Sciences, HKU
2021 Dean’s Honor List, Faculty of Social Sciences, HKU
2020 Dean’s Honor List, Faculty of Social Sciences, HKU
2019 The Soong Ching-ling Foundation Scholarship CN¥200,000

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2026 GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCHER, UCLA
Built the companion website for audio examples in Prosodic Typology III by Sun-Ah Jun, using Python,
HTML, CSS, and JavaScript.

2023-25 RESEARCH ASSISTANT, PolyU HK
Built an experiment of speech perturbation to test the bilingual speaker’s resolution of competing
demands in speech production. Manuscript to be submitted.

2023-24 STUDENT RESEARCH ASSISTANT, HKU
Built an experiment to test the role of visual cues in the perception of palatalization in Korean, using
Praat, R, TANDAN-STRAIGHT. Poster presented at ASA185.

2022 RESEARCH ASSISTANT, University of Manitoba
Performed statistical modeling of Infant-Directed Speech (IDS) data at the Department of Psychol-
ogy to test the effect of attention on F0 and vowel hyperarticulation in IDS. Sponsored by Mitacs
Globalink Research Award.
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2021 UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH INTERN, HKU
Built an experiment to test how learning mode and regularity locus affect adult phonological learn-
ing, in adults and children. Paper published in Linguistics Vangard.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES
2027 Experimental Phonetics, LING C104/C204, Spring
2027 Experimental Phonetics, LING C104/C204, Winter
2026 Applied Phonetics, LING 102, Fall
2026 Introduction to Study of Language, LING 1, Summer
2026 Language and Society, LING 170, Spring

UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG
2025 Data Science in Politics and Public Administration, POLI 3148, Spring
2024 Data Science in Politics and Public Administration, POLI 3148, Fall

SKILLS

Languages English, Mandarin, Cantonese; Murut (Serudung, Fieldwork); Korean (Experimental)
Programming Python, R, Praat, LATEX, Markdown, HTML, CSS, JavaScript

MEMBERSHIPS & SERVICES

2026 UCLA Graduate Linguistics Association, Colloquium Committee Member & Student Host
2026 UCLA Graduate Linguistics Association, OpenHouse Committee Member & Mentor
2026 Southern California Undergraduate Linguistics Conference Reviewer
2025- The Association for Laboratory Phonology Student member
2023- Acoustical Society of America Student member
2023 Mitacs Globalink Research Ambassador
2022 Undergraduate Mentoring Program Mentor
2021- Linguistic Society of America Student member
2021-23 Chinese Culture Committee at R.C.Lee Hall Chariperson
2021 Pad for Hope Foundation Teaching Assistant
2020-21 Social Service Fund, HKUSU External Secretary
2020 University Service Centre of CUHK中國研究服務中心 Student Helper

Last update: September 16, 2026

4


